his oath unto Isaac;  17 And hath confirmed the same to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant,  18 Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance;  19 When ye were but few, even a few, and strangers in it.  20 And when they went from nation to nation, and from one kingdom to another people;  21 He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes,  22 Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.  23 Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; shew forth from day to day his salvation.  24 Declare his glory among the heathen; his marvellous works among all nations.  25 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised: he also is to be feared above all gods.  26 For all the gods of the people are idols: but the LORD made the heavens.  27 Glory and honour are in his presence; strength and gladness are in his place.  28 Give unto the LORD, ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength.  29 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come before him: worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.  30 Fear before him, all the earth: the world also shall be stable, that it be not moved.  31 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: and let men say among the nations, The LORD reigneth.  32 Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof: let the fields rejoice, and all that is therein.  33 Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at the presence of the LORD, because he cometh to judge the earth.  34 O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever.  35 And say ye, Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather us together, and deliver us from the heathen, that we may give thanks to thy holy name, and glory in thy praise.

CONCLUSION:
Intentional
Belief because of Delays

John 11:1-7, “Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha.  2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.)  3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.  4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.  6 When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was.  7 Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again.”
14 “Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him. 16 Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him.
21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” 
28 And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee.  29 As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him.  30 Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him. 
32 “Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.”
39 “Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.  40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.”
45-46, “Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him.  46 But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done.”

INTRODUCTION:

* Definition: Intentional, “something that is performed with awareness; done deliberately, consciously, or on purpose.”

 
* Illustration: Alarm Clocks…
- God’s decisions, delays and sickness even onto death are alarms that God is setting off in our life to awaken us to the opportunity we have to consistently Glorify God as our belief in Him grows. 

* Two things that can stunt our growth in belief of God. 
- _________________________ 

Genesis 2:17, “in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death.” 

- consistent _____________________
Deuteronomy 6: 10-12, “And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have brought thee into the land which he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst not,  11 And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten and be full;  12 Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.” 


1. To __________________ people to __________________ God. 

1 Corinthians 10:13“…God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able…”

1 Chronicles 16:7-35
“Then on that day David delivered first this psalm to thank the LORD into the hand of Asaph and his brethren.  8 Give thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the people.  9 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works.  10 Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD.  11 Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually.  12 Remember his marvellous works that he hath done, his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth;  13 O ye seed of Israel his servant, ye children of Jacob, his chosen ones.  14 He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth.  15 Be ye mindful always of his covenant; the word which he commanded to a thousand generations;  16 Even of the covenant which he made with Abraham, and of
