Acts 9:15-16 “But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake.” 

Acts 22:15, “called me by his grace,16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen;” 

*Illustration:
The influence of individuals God has used to minister into very difficult situations, because of their past. 
- Steve Carrington, the creator of Reformers Unanimous, 
-  Lee Strobel and his passion for apologetics, and a journalistic styled approach to faith. 


* Key Thought: God has birthed in you an intentional passion that gives you the platform to be able to preach the gospel to the heathen. God has given you a location. 





CONCLUSION:

God was intentional when He died for you. He was intentional in bringing you to salvation. He is still intentional today leading you how to minister and who to minister.
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1Tim. 1:12, “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;  13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.  14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.  15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.  16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.  17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 

INTRODUCTION:



1. The ___________________  of _____________________ life. 


* Key Thought: The God allowed background of your life has a purpose, don’t run from it, but in Christ let God transform it. 




Acts 22:3, “I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.” 


Paul was a city boy – Tarsus: port city - 12 miles inland from the Mediterranean sea (now south-central Turkey). 



Galatians 1:13-16, “For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:  14 And profited in the Jews’ religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.  15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace,  16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:” 




Acts 5:34-39, “Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space;  35 And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men.  36 For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to nought.  37 After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed.  38 And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought:  39 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.” 



Who did God make you to be? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Are you zealous, or slow and steady? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What sin was that root that flowered to display your depravity? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where are you from?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What talent, desire has God given you?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


* God saved you from you and that is your background, be thankful for it. 



2. Realized the ___________________ of God’s _______________. 





3. God’s ____________________ for Paul’s ___________________. 
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