3. A _______________________________________ Gift.

Verse 2


James 1:17, “every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” 



CONCLUSION:




APPLICATION:

On a scale of 1-10 how often do I show God somehow that I am thankful for His work in my life?


Do I make excuses why not to give?


What steps can I take to move from direction from man to desire of God in this area of giving financially?




Giving Thanks - Through Giving Financially

1 Corinthians 16:1-3, “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.  2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  3 And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem.”


INTRODUCTION:


Colossians 3:17, “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” 


1. A ________________________ _________________. 
 
Verse 1

A. ________________________________.

Church - is a called out assembly … a gathering of people together who have been called together for something. 

* Key Thought: You and I are a single part of the giving of Southwest, and Southwest is a single part of a collective group who are cultivating a heart of worship through giving. 


B. A __________________________.

* QUOTE: Hymn, I Must Tell Jesus, “I must tell Jesus all of my trials; I cannot bear these burdens alone; In my distress He kindly will help me; He ever loves and cares for His own.” 

Is spreading of the gospel, the salvation of souls who are lost without hope a burden on your heart? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Does the situation of a brother or sister in Christ who is struggling burden your heart? 

* Quote: Hymn, People need the Lord. “Everyday they pass me by, I can see it in their eyes. Empty people filled with care, headed who knows where. On they go through private pain, living fear to fear, Laughter hides their silent cries, only Jesus hears. People need the Lord, people need the Lord. At the end of broken dreams, He's the open door. People need the Lord, people need the Lord. When will we realize...people need the Lord? We are called to take His light to a world where wrong seems right. What would be too great a cost for sharing life with one who's lost. Thorough His love our hearts can feel all the grief they bear. They must hear the words of life only we can share. That we must give our lives for, People need the Lord, people need the Lord.” 
* Quote: Burden (noun), “a duty or responsibility that is hard to bear.” Cambridge dictionary. 

* Key Thought: The burden for missions cost the churches of Macedonia something. 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5, “Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;  2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.  3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; 4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.  5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.” 

2 Corinthians 8:12-15, 12 “For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.  13 For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened:  14 But by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality:  15 As it is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack.” 


2. A ____________________________________ Process.

Verse 2, 
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